REINGMER PARK

by

W. Heneage Lesge (1)

The hiztory of the threes parks of Plashett, More and Ringmer cannct he
commenaed (as far as my researches go) at =0 early a period as that of
the Broyle Chase, which was brought to a econclusion in the last number of

The Religuary.

The first of them to obtain explicit menticon in ancient recorda is RINGMER
PAREK, To—day, having besn foially disparked, it exists merely by name, being
that part of the parish at 1ts south-west corner bounded on thres sidez and
part of the other by high-roads and comprising the properties known zs Middle-
ham and Park Farm. Tha.first definifte menticn I have found of it iz in the
reglster of Archbishop Peckham {(one of the two natives of Sussex who have
occcupied the chair of 5t,Augustine) in the year 1281, It iz the aubject of
g letter addressed to his balllff of South Malllng, the translatlon of which
is as follows :-

"Brother John by the Divine mercy a humble minister of fthe church of
Canterbury and Primate of All Epgland to his bailiff of South Malling health
Erace and benedietion, 1f SBimon le Bunde and Gecffrey de Chaunterell who
broke into our park of Ringmer and took a certain deer there have performed
or may be performing the penance which we enjoined upon them in our letters
through our beloved sonh the Dean of South Malling,'we comeand you that hence-
forth you in no wise molest them on that account or cause them in any way to
he mclested, Farewall, Given &t Southmere Bth January in the second year

aof eur consecration.”™ (1281}

Thers are, in various documents, many implicit refersnces fo Ringmer Park, as
well as to the ofher parks of the lordship of South Malling, in which the
parizsh of Ringmer waa included, Indeed, it may be taken as cerftain that though
other parishes in the wide lordship possessed parks, the references in queation
mainly relate to those of Ringmer: South Malling itzelf, in all preobability,
being without one of these ineclosures containing as it does, only 2,86B0 acres,
of which a largs proportion was éaither marsh-land or down. The earlie=t of
these references is to bhe found in a manor roll of Henry III's reipn (1270 -
71}, when ihe lordship was in the king's hands. It is entitled "Expenses

ineurred in the manor of Sut Mallyne,” and the various ltews, few in number,

almost entirely refer to the parks and forests :-
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"For making pales around the parks and enclosures sround the
parrock, 1&8s.5d.
For digging ditches and making walls and clesing gaps in
hedges, 6s,73d,

Tor the wages of 5 foresters, 9s5,7d,

For the wages of 3 parkers, 5s5.1d.

Fer the wages of one guardian of ths pale of the parks, &sa,

For the wages of three bailiffs, &=,

For the wages of two collectors, Hs.
Theny agaln, when, as we have seen in the account of the Broyle, the Hundred
Nolls of Edward I record complalnia of the high-handed proceedings of Richard
de Clifford, the Sensschal, in selling oak treces in the manor to the value of
£43 "ot amplius,” the phrase "tam in forestz gquam in parcis” doubtless includes
all the parks in Ringmer, Thusz, too, the various commissions of Oyvez and
Terminer issued at different times to engulre into poachlng affrays previausly
quoted 1n connection with the Broyle relate equally fo the other parks.
¥From the Inguisition of 1366 concerning the possessions and rights of the
Canons of South Malling it appears that though they had the privilege of hunt-
ing over all the lands of the Archbhishop and thelr own tenants in Stonhame -
4 place~-name in very many documents interchangeable with Ringmer - the parks

within those lands wers excapted from those rights,

A chamberlain'a accﬂunt—fall for the mancr in 1392 gives us the next reference
to this park, wherein is entered the expenditure of two shillings and twopence
on some "'new hedging round the park of Ringmer," At a Hundred Court - for
the Archbishop was lord of the Hundred as well as of the Manor - held in the
reign of Henry V. it was presented that "branches of the trees in the lord's
park of Ringmar are so dependent over the king'sz highway which pazses zlong-
side the aforesaid park that the seid read is thereby rendered defective,”

In the next reign Ringmer Park is specially mentioned in the commission of
Oyez and Terminer appointed to enguire inte the extensive foray into no less
than seven parks of the Archbishop made by certain malefactors "arraved in

mamar of war."

About that time William Delve was parker of Ringmer, at a salary of 24,12s,8d,
Some of the expenses incurred by him in his office are recorded in the manor
rolls, such as "one Fetllerlock for the great gate at the entrance to the park
and two padlcokk for the two other zates there,™ In the same roll he accounts
for "28s.9d. received for agisting divers beasts within the park in the summer
this year"™; 12Zs. received for iD stubb osks and two 'erist' sold to Richard

Janyver: Zfrom the czk wood in the heronry nothing; from pannage, nothing,”

Bimilar entries occur in a roll of the next year :~ "28s. received for wood

gold to the vicar of Ringmer" (Theomas Sampson}; while he paid for two gzate—
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posts "at the east gate of the park with planche-naill hoka and henges™.
Among othey items of expenditure was the tithe of agistment and pannage,

amounting to the large aum of four shillings, paid to the vicar.

This roll is particularly interesting as giving the first mention of the
heronry in Ringmer, no other record, tradltion, or memery of it bheing extant
elsevhere, Suszex does not appear to have contained many heronries, 1if we

are to judge from mention of them in public records. Edward I, had one at
Iden, which he specially reserved to the Crown when in 1387 he granfed the
mancr to Robert Paulyn. At Hamsey, near Lewes, there was a heronry at abous
the same period. A "survey" of the manor of Halonaker, near Chichesfer,
records the existence of cone there in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, Parhsan
also poszsesses a heronry, & migration from an earlier cone at Michelgraowve,
itself 5 migration from Penshurst, to which place the birds are said to have
been brought by Robert Dudley in Elizabeth's reign, Tn medisgval davs the
heron was a bird of some repute, encouraged by landowners and protected by
laws. By 18 MHeonry VIT. it was enacted that ne person without his own grounds
ghould slay or take any heron, unless with hawking and the long~bow; while

by 25 Henry ¥III. the egg=, al=so, of the birds were protected by severe
penalties, As late as the reign of James T, it was enacted that any person
who killed 4 heron with gun or bow should be imprisoced for thres months unless
he paid to the churchwardens, for the vuse of the poor, 20s for =ach heron
killed. All these &cts,‘which it is said are still unrepsaled, were doubtlsass
directed to the protection of the heron as the chief guarry of.the ancient
gport of hawking, & pastime which was inveterately pursued by all classes of
sportsmen, That very Boniface who, a5 wo have seen in a previous paper,

wrote to Cuthbert of Canterbury that "the servants of God should not keep hawks
or houngs" seems himself to have had a reputation for his own particular strazin
of falcons; for in 760 ¥ing FEthelbert beseed hrim for a brace, in Stuart times
falcons were 5till in great estesm, for we read that Sir Thomas Monson gave

£1,003 for 2 cast of hawks,

Tt would take up too much zpace to enter on 2 descripiicn of the nlceties of
the ritual of this medisval pastime. Buffice it t¢ say that every class of
the community bad its particular hawk or falcon assigned to 1%, from the eagls
of an empercr to the kestrel of the knavae. Birds of prey fregquently figured
in matters of law, rents being paid and agreements acknowledged ﬁy the render
cf a hawk of some kind or other. In this parish of Ringmer, for instance, in
a Tinal concord concerning a piece of land in 12850, one party theresto gave the
ather a "spervarius sorus’; apervarius' uswvally weaning & sparrow—hawk, buat

coupled with the adjective "sorus", rad, may here mean a gos—hawk, to which the

word would be applicable. A gos-hawk, too, was the hawk assigned fo a yveoman
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but the sparrow-hawk was appoitioned to a priest,

In 1441 the ecourt-rolls give the name of Radulphus Carshert as parker of
Eingmer: and one of his accounts records the spending of fourpence "for
making & dam at the well™. Thiz well was probably the natural spring
appearing at the bottom of a declivity In the park, which, gradually enlarg-
ing a5 it flows westwards, discharges its water into the (use near Wellinghanm.
To-day z deep well has beesn sunk there and the water that Robert Carehert
damned for his deer to drink will now be pumped up to & reservair on the Downs

1o supply the village at large.

Like most other parks, Ringmer Park possessed a "lodge"; and three years
later the same parker notes the expenditure of "12d4, in reparation of the

lodge thers".

In 145§ another parker, Robert Stonsham by name, was in offica, and one of
his rolls has this reference to the heranry:— "In the matter of a certain
profit arising from the heronsews thers, nothing received this year because
none have been captured this year™. Two veprs afterwards he accounts for
"1%25, the price of 18 herons taken there and scld for the use of the iord's

household, price &3, a head™.

Alexander Wode was the next parker whose name appears in the manor rolls, one
of which records the receipt of "26s,.8d4. the price of two dozmen herons taken

there this year'; by which it appears that the value of heronz had risem.

In 2 roll of nine years later date he accounts for "8s, received for 24 cart-
loads of wood and fuel”. Thiz price {4d,} per load i= half the =zum for which
tengnts of the nanor could obtain wood for fuesl out of the Broyle one hundred
years later, as we saw in the "Survey” made in Queen RElizabeth’s reign, quoted
in ocur last paper. From the sams roll it appears that the value of herons
fluctuated to a considerable degree, the price realised bheing now 8id. a head;
the matter being entered thus : "24s,Bd. received, the price of three dozen
herons taken there this year, as sold to various persons, heyond H=.44, for
the exponsescf capturing and conveying them to londen', Among other expensed
incurred that year the parker inrolls the cost of mﬁking 1,800 pales for the

gnelosure of the park, The herbage was farmed at 26s, 84,

In the first yvear of Henry VII's reign Thomas Brother was parker of Ringmer
Park, who, in a roll of that date, records the payment of 26s.8d, for the farm
of the herbage and 4a, from sale of wood to Robert Bradbury, "rsceiver of the
Lord King', the temporalities of the archbishopric being then in the King's

hands, owing to the death, on March 30th of that year, of the "Lord Cardinal
Thomas Dourghehier, late Archibishop”,
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Ancther roll of the same parker affords an indication of the ultimate
destination of some of the numbrous cart-loadz of timber s0ld out of the park;
one of the items heading ; 105,84, received for 30 cart-loads of timber sold
to the burner at the lime-kiln"; from which low price we may concluds the
lime~burner was a tenant of the manor, and the kiin probably situated within
ita precincts. There are several chalk guarriea close to Ringwmer Park: in
ane of them & large Eiln has only gons out of use within this last generation.

The farm of the herbage in the park had now risen to 30s,

Two years later the expeuses of the parker included the wages of "g man
working at the fencing of the park three days at 4d, per diem, 12d.'. The
game year as many as forty-sight cart-loads of wood were sold., On the margin
of thiz roll iz an inventory (the first I have come across out of a long series
of rolls) of the deer within this park. It is written in English, there heing
oo wodds in Latin to express the fechnical teims applicable to the varistiss

of deer in the precise nomenclature of the medisaval sportsman. This iz the
list of deer, wviz., "3 bukks, 3 seowres, 1 soresll, 2 preckett deer, fawnes 307,
Dame Jullana, whose Book of 5t. Albans has been alrveady quoted, sufficiently

explains the=ze term= -

"The disérsvyﬁg of a Bucke, .
"An ze speke of the Bucke the fyrst yere he is
A fawne sowkyng on his dam say 2z I yow wis
The seconde yere a preket the iii yere a sowrell
A sowre at the iiii yere the trowthe I you tell
The v yere <all hym = Bucke of the fyrsi heds

The vl yere call hym a Bucke and do as I yow rede.”

1t appears, therefors, that ne large number of deer was maintsined in this park,
as might have been supbozsed from the fact that the herbage was farmed ouwt,
According to the aforesaid dams it was ipdeed a "1ittyll herd- -~ 1f we apply to
it her rhymed rule -

#¥% 15 a 1ittyll herd- though it be of hyndi=s
And x1 is a mydyle herd- to call hym be kyndis
And 1xux is a grete herd- call ye hem =so

Be it herte be it hynde buckke or ellis doo.”

The year 1480 appears to have been a lean ons to the lord as regards hiszs parks,
for the chamberiain records that he had received oo money from sither Ringmer,

Plashett, or More Farks, .
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The first year of the sixteenth century ia noticeable in ocur manor rolls for
recording the name of a woman as chamberlain of Ringmer; for the roll of the
year 1501 is headed "Ryngmere, Johanna Ashton vidua cameraria ibidem"”. Possibly
this accounts for the use of the vernscular tongue in her roll for that year, in
which she records the

"Repar'iona don at Ryngmer pk.
Item to the hegyng of 11 furlongs a ls furlong, xxd'"

Item palyng ii.guarters of a furlone,

ltem delyv'd to the lyme kyll x1ii lood, ix "

Fiftesn years later another lady, Alice Morley (doubtlesa one of the Morleys

of Glynde) was both ''cameraria et bedella ibidem" {Ringmer}, but she doe=z oot
appear in any relation to the parks, In 1506, Thomas Delve, deputy parker,
records "nothing received from the sale of herons there this year becmuse the
keeper of the park suffered them to L1y away' . This is the last reference to
the hesrons of Ringmet apﬁéaring in any of the manor rolls or other documents,
and whether this flight which Thomas Delve speaks of was their final desertion
ol the neighbourhood we Mmow not, Not fer mors than three hundred years can
I find any mention of these birds ti1l in 1822 the Anmal= of Sporting record
thaet "at Ringmer, onn Thuraday, the 13th of June, a heron was struck down Dy a

hawk, and taken up 2live by the person who witnessed the circumstsnce’,

Returning to the maner rolls, we find that Thomas:Brother was still parker,
and his accounts include such items as "paling xxx rod against the king's highway";
the sums received From the sale of wood, the farm of the herhage,'and thie pannags

of hogs.

In the rall for the wvear 1508 thers is a list of all the namea of those to whom
wond was sold, and alse an inventory of the deor in the park, This is headed -
"The wvewse off the dere in Eynﬁm’ pke.

Item in bukks wviil.

In zsores 1111,

In sorells iiii,

In Ra=zcall 1lx (lean, worthless deer}.

Tn meren fawns viil,

In warrens (warrants} for buks to theolstholde (the house-

hold} iii bukks.

Ttem my lorde p'or i hukke.
In moren doys (does) A
In moren sorell i "

It will be =seen that the herd of deer had considerably lncressed in pumber since

the former survay, but not in guality, for the lean deer in what was now &
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“grete herde” amounted to more than the rumber required to make a "mydyle herde".
The warrants referred to were issoed under the hand of Archbishop Warham and
wera in favour of, inter alics, Master John Pires, his steward, and “or
welbeloved broder the pricr of Lewes," doubtless "my lords p'or™ menticned

in the above "vewe'. As they arse couched in similar terms to the warrant
guoted at large in the history of the Broyle, I have not thought 1t nesdful

to zlve any specimens here in exlensoa,

After this point in its records, the period, that is te say, of the Reformation,
the history of Ringmer Park become somewhat obscure, so many and frequent were
the changes which took place in the ownership and tenancy of Ringner lands,

the parks included, after the great upheawval. In 30th Henry VIII. Cranmer
laased the manor of Stonehsin - practically synonymous Wilith Ringmer, and
particulariy with the park to which it is contiguons - toe Henry Polsted,

gent. Early in Elizabeth's reign it was in the posseasion of the

Cornefordes, a yeoman family, from which it passed in 23rd Elizabeth to

Thomas, first Lord Buckhurst. It was then described as containing "a

gwelling house, a dove—cote, two barns, two gardens, 80 acres of land (arable,
no doubt), 20 acres of meadow, 70 pasture, & 10 wood.". Prom this we may
judge that it had already been dia—parked, although retaining, as it does to-day,
the name of a park. Succeseding owners were John Evesfield, Richard Gumn, and
ithe Shadwell family, who called it & manor, although hever pretending, so far
g5 I can asceartain, to hold any courts, The mansion of this spurious manor

iz known as Middleham. The largest house 1n the parish, it is now alftersd
from itz ancient aspect, with its three gahles and fine mullioned windows,

to & commemplace, sarly Victorian, paeudo-—classic appearance (2},

References

{13 Taken from Dr.Legsze's article entitled "The Parks of Ringmer in Sussex"”
published in the October 1802 issue of The Reliquary & Illustrated
Archaeclogist, pp.217-245,

(2) Here Dr.Legge makes an uncharacterlstic error, Ringmer Park did indeed
pass to Lord Buckhurst, but its subsequent hisfory iz as descriped in the
following article by Monica Maloney
The Eversfield, Gunns and Shadwells were the owners of the adjoining but
gquite distinct Manor of Middleham. Recently a court book of this aub-
panor, recording courts dating back f£o the 16th century and reciting
a charter from the 13th, has come to light.in the Bast Sussex Record

Office,
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